
[image: image16.wmf]    




Head Usher:  Seth Cowan
Phone Caller:  Cherie Billington

February  5
Liturgist:  Barb Raschke



Greeters:  David & Judy Behm
February 12
Liturgist:  Bob Erickson



Greeters:   Jerry Hurst



                  Dale Rogers
February 19
Liturgist:   Judy Wiesman




Greeters:   Steve & Linda Allie
        Everybody’s Birthday Party

February 26
Liturgist:  Fred Raschke




Greeters:  Bob & Lucie Erickson



If you are unable to serve at this time, please change with someone on the list and then call the church office to let Tracey know what change has been made.  Thanks!
Congregational Birthday Party!!!
Congregational Birthday Party time is drawing near.  This has been such a success in past years that the M.E.N.D. Committee will be hosting it again this year, February 19th following worship (in place of the regular coffee time).  Please bring a dish to pass—Dessert will be provided by the M.E.N.D. Committee.  

To help the committee plan, we are asking for pre-registration.  

Please fill out the form below and return it to the church office by February 14th, or fill out one of the sign up sheets at either entrance to the Sanctuary, or as it is passed during the church service.

 ****************************************

Birthday Party Registration Form

Name __________________________        

Phone #_________________________

Birth Month:_____________________

(One per each member of the family attending)
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Have you paid your Per Capita for 2012?

The Per Capita amount for this year is $30.00 per member.
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Classes are offered Tuesday at 3:30 (Gentle Yoga) and 5:30 (regular yoga). NOTE:  The 5:30 p.m. class will only be held if you call Rhonda – 920-862-0082

[image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf]In case of inclement weather the Pastor (or clerk of session if the Pastor is gone) will call radio station WDUX and TV station WLUK (Fox 11) to notify them of cancellation.  If the church is not listed, that means we will have worship for whoever makes it to church.  You may also call the manse at 862-0082.

Transportation Available - a ride to or from church or any church activities????  Call the office.  We have people willing to help.
Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women will not meet in February.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, March 15 at 1:00 p.m.   Please join us!

NEW Church Office Hours

Monday: 8:30 – 2:00

Tuesday 8:30 – 2:30

Wednesday 10:30 – 3:00

Pastor Sherwood will be in his office on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Closed on Friday-Saturday-Holidays.   

Church 920-867-2880

Manse 920-862-0082                                                         Cell  406-853-2581

Please make arrangements by calling the church office in advance if you need access to the building other than during the posted hours.

COMMUNITY DINNER UPDATE

The January 9 community dinner served 76.  Thank you to those that contributed.  The next community dinner on February 6 will be hosted by Bob and Vicki Hermans and only cookies are needed.  A sign-up sheet is posted near the office.   
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2/03

Brett Long

2/04 

Jordan Johnson

2/05

Sherwood McKay

2/08

Finn Norberg

2/09

Michael Swisher

2/10

Judy Behm

2/16

Davene Billington, LaFaye Ireton

2/18   
Barb Lanham

2/19

Steve Allie

2/22

Brooklyn Billington

2/24

Roger Perry, Allison Nowak

2/27

Mary Gehrke
To the First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for allowing me to join in your worship services and participate with music, laughter and the warmth of family.  I appreciate the gift of Meryl Teal’s Memorial fund and will use it to keep my violin playing “properly”!  My holiday this year was filled with special memories from this church, the Red Cross concert, playing “Brenda Mae” and singing Christmas Eve – all of these memories made my holiday exceptional.  So, thank you for your continued love and support of my family.  My Aunt Myrt always told me this was a great church and I feel honored to be a part of it!

                                         - Laurie Young

COMMUNITY NEWS AND NOTES

Energy Assistance Program Available

 Waupaca County’s Fuel Assistance program is available through May 15, 2012.  If you, or someone you know, may benefit from this program, contact Lisa Buehler at 715-258-6820. 

Weyauwega Community Blood Drive
Monday, February 20, 2012 , St. Peters Lutheran School Gym (312 W. Main St.)

Noon-5:30 p.m. To schedule an appointment, please call 1 800 RED CROSS.
Pastor’s Corner
The big shock of January has not been weather-related; it was the Packers’ loss in the playoffs. Super Bowl just won’t be the same for cheeseheads. Sometimes life is hard. Next year. That must be our mantra now.

Here at the church, it is another year of transition. The annual reports showed that we are a stable church, in terms of size and finances, and we had a good year in 2011. Several staff transitions are now behind us, and the church is in a good position to move into its future with a new pastor. The church Session just completed a very worthwhile Saturday morning workshop of inspiration and evaluation, and the process and progress are in the right direction. A follow-up meeting will be held by the Session, and then there will be congregational involvement in determining next steps and directions for the church. All of this is crucial to “getting it right” and “doing things decently and in order,” which is required for a successful and fruitful pastoral search. As I said at the annual meeting, I am sure that God is going to guide this congregation and provide for its future ministry.

We will be entering the season of Lent this month, a time for self-examination and preparation for Holy Week and Easter. There is no better time for the church to enter a season of seeking God’s guidance and visions for mission and ministry. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd. We will worship at 7 p.m. that evening, with the imposition of ashes to remind us of our mortality as well as our sinfulness. My meditation will be titled “Guilt and Grace.”

Kennon Callahan was a church growth expert back in the 1980’s. He wrote a book titled Twelve Keys to an Effective Church. I was surprised to find that he did not advise churches to “work on their weaknesses” as much as he urged them to “build on their strengths.” It occurs to me that this is also key to an effective adolescence. Too many teens, as I did, get a “dream” in their heads that they want to be something for which they really have no gifts or talents, and fail or neglect to see what it is God has gifted them for. I kept trying to be an athlete, when I had an inadequate set of gifts for that. Thankfully, I discovered that God had other plans for my life than those immature dreams of my youth. The point for this church is thus to assess what it is that has made it a source of joy for all of us who are part of it. I could mention specifics, but I will leave that for you to agree on. I will simply say that in my estimation this is a wonderful church family with a firm foundation under it and a promising future ahead of it.

Right around the middle of this month, on February 15th, we will have our first after-school class for confirmation. The class will meet for eight Wednesdays at 4:30, and what looks to be six youth will be confirmed on Easter. That promises to be a fabulous day for us all. We serve a fantastic God. Thank you once again for calling me as your Pastor!

Your Pastor,   

Sherwood 


Jeff and Ann Stevens both complement and compliment each other.  Their varied individual interests mesh beautifully together.  They have been married for 26 years and “together for 30 years,” Ann said.  They joined First Presbyterian Church after having been members at the Lutheran Church in Baldwin Mills.  Their church backgrounds are varied as well.  Jeff is a Manawa area native, raised on a farm and brought up Lutheran.  He was baptized and confirmed at Zion Lutheran.  Working with his hands is a natural for him.  He built a motorcycle from a kit while in his teens.  He rides a Harley every chance he gets, often for a charitable cause and just for pure pleasure.  Ann is often seated behind him and is his GPS when they take long vacation trips.  They often travel through eastern states with their small tent and minimal clothing.  They have traveled to twelve states.
He built their home on Rich Lake Rd., five miles from Ogdensburg and he also built other homes.  He works in the maintenance department of the Manawa School District.  Ann said he uses his talent and knowledge to create a lush lawn, garden and beautiful flowers.  Ann said she gets the credit for the flowers but all the credit goes to him.  Music is a huge part of life in the Stevens home and Jeff said he loves hearing it.  On that note we move to Ann’s background.  

She was born and raised in Green Bay where she belonged to St. Jude’s Catholic Church and graduated from Green Bay West High School.  She went on to graduate from UW-Green Bay majoring in music performance.  Yes, Ann is the “wind” portion of Ivory Wind with Strings Attached.  She has been playing the flute since she was ten years old.  Her beautiful music fills our church, whether playing solo, with her group or accompanying our talented and dedicated choir.  She met Joyce Josie, our “Ivory” talent in 1998 and they have been playing together ever since.

Although she played in the Green Bay Youth Symphony and 30 years in the Waupaca Community Orchestra, she realized she needed to make a living another way.  She earned a degree as a licensed practical nurse from FVTC and a business administration degree from Marian College.  She has been a home care administrator for 20 years working with adults with developmental disabilities through Aurora Community Services, an employee-owned business located in Mosinee.  Ann travels 100 miles a day to her office there.  She is an avid Packer fan, having played in the band at Lambeau.

The couple has two daughters, Hannah, 22, who is pursuing a graphic arts degree and Olivia, 19, who is planning on being a hair stylist.  They live together in Green Bay.  Both are outstanding music students – Hannah on flute and Olivia in voice.  Both earned star ratings on the state level and Hannah earned the John Philip Sousa Award.  One can only imagine the music that fills their home.  Jeff is a proud grandfather of 9-year old identical twin grandsons.  Priscilla, the couple’s Shitzu Maltese, also seems to enjoy the music.  Keeping it in the church family, she wears clothing made by Vicki Hermans and Joyce Josie is the dog sitter when the Harley trips are planned.
Ann said she gets a lot of satisfaction playing flute at FPC.  “I love this church and feel I belong here”, she said.  She is thankful for Jeff, a “wonderful guy who is honest, loyal and loving.  He’s my groupie and best friend.”  Jeff sits in a pew as close to Ann as he can get and always patiently waits for her to conclude a performance no matter where it is.

This writer has a vision of Jeff and Ann on their Harley riding through the mountains, the wind blowing through her hair and she is playing the flute.  She is the “wind”.  A cool album cover?







By Judy Wiesman
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